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original of this, as likewise of Devoreitx, has not been traced.
Rodomonths Infernall, or the Bivell conquered, a spirited English
rendering from the French of Desportes, also belongs to him ; but
the version of Ariostos Satyres, issued under Markham's name
in 1608, was claimed by Robert Tofte. This ascription may have
been an error, either accidental or intentional, on the part of the
publisher ; and a similar confusion seems to have occurred in the
case of the PastoraUs of Julietta, which was entered by Thomas
Creede in the Stationers' register in November 1609 as ' translated
out of French by Jarvis Markam/ but hi the following year was
published by him as the work of Tofte.

Seeing the freedom with which he 'paraphrastically' used other
writers' work, it is not surprising to find that Markham adventured
the hazardous rdle of continuator. In 1607, he published TJie
English Arcadia, alluding his beginning from Sir Philip Sy dries
ending, and followed it, six years later, with The second and last
part of the first boo&e of the English Arcadia. Haling a compleate
end of the first history; but neither of these attempts seems to
have met with any marked success.

Markham is further known as collaborator in the production of
two plays, but precisely what share belongs to him is not apparent
The Dumbe Knight (1608), founded on one of Bandello's Italian
novels, was written in conjunction with Lewis Maehin of whom
nothing further is known. The true tragedy of Herod and
Antipater, printed in 1622 but written some ten years earlier, was
the joint work of Markham and William Sampson, Both plays
belong to the older school of dramatic writing, and present no
features of importance in either the progress of the drama or the
development of literary art.

In appraising Markham as a writer, his efforts in poetry and
drama may well be ignored. He is essentially an open-air man.
Any rural occupation or manly sport is fit subject for his willing
pen, and therein we find the true Markham. He is delightfully
human, and everything upon which he touches is lighted up by Ms
enthusiasm and made, for the moment, the most engrossing theme
in the world.
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